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To HENRY FAWCETT.

AVIGNON, 24?% October 1869.

... I, like you, have a rather strong opinion in favour 1869
of making parents pay something for their children's ~
education when they are able, though there are consider-
able difficulties in authenticating their inability. At all
events, I would have it left an open question ; and because
they refused to leave that and other secondary questions
open I did not join the [Education] League. But I think
you are quite right in overlooking this consideration and
acting with the League in order to form a strong party
in the House for the principle of universal and com-
pulsory unsectarian education. . . .

I do not know whether to be glad or sorry for the
separate organisation which has been started by some
leaders of the working men for a much more radical
alteration of the land laws. The furious and declamatory
violence of their resolutions and some of their speeches
seems to show that they would have been a very intract-
able element in the other association, and that it is well
rid of them. One thing I see clearly, that there will be
more difficulty than ever in preserving the commons.
The working-class speakers are filled with exaggerated
ideas of the value of the waste lands for cultivation, and
apparently do not care at all for the preservation of
natural beauty; and if they make any way with their
agitation the landlords will throw over the commons to
save their estates. Our best chance of avoiding this will
be the progress of education in all classes, and unfor-
tunately it is much easier to improve education in
quantity than in quality. It is no new thing that all
good depends on work; but in the present state of
matters the work of the more advanced minds, over and
above its inherent difficulties, has the additional one that
it is, in a certain degree, working against time. But there
would be little to fear if there were a tolerable number
who worked with the energy of spirit that you do.tellement superficiel que le moindre disciple
